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Beauty for Ashes
By Tere Del la Rosa

In the Old Testament, under the laws of sacrifice, the Lord spoke to Moses and told
him to command Aaron and his sons to take the ashes of the burnt sacrifices outside
of the camp to a clean place after the fire had consumed the offering. Taking the ashes
out of the consumed burnt offering would allow the fire on the altar to burn continually
and not go out.

“The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out” (Leviticus 6:13).

More than we care to admit, even though we are praying, fasting, and striving to live
worthily, we do not feel we can advance spiritually until we reach a dimension in which we feel the indubitable
presence of God taking control of our whole being. Could it be, perhaps, that we are still carrying the ashes of
dead works in our hands? It's those things that the fire of God has already consumed when we had presented
ourselves before Him as a living sacrifice but did not remove the ashes.

It is the Lord's intention and desire to set us completely free, but it will require that we first recognize our
condition. And once we see and understand what has not been removed and is now preventing the fire of
God from igniting in our lives, we must in turn, surrender it completely to Him.

In those moments, when | felt | was in the middle of a great spiritual drought, God spoke to my life with this
verse:

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve,
that thou mayest see” (Revelation 3:18).

| received that word, applied it to my life, and have preached it in places where the Lord has sent me. When
those moments of heaviness and drought come, let us approach Him with confidence, taking everything that
tortures us internally like the ashes in our hands. Let us take them in surrender to the Lord, confessing and
admitting all that tortures, accuses, burdens and oppresses us. | do not know how He does it, but | have felt
how He removes them from my hands and replaces them with refined gold, that glorious presence that
renews the joy of His salvation in me.

Psalm 55:22 tells us to “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee” Casting our burdens upon
Him and being sustained by His glorious presence, lifted up by His right hand and feeling the unmistakable joy
of His salvation, we can pray with the certainty that He hears our every request.

“He will command that the afflicted of Zion be given glory instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning,
the garment of gladness instead of a spirit of heaviness; and they shall be called trees of righteousness, the



planting of the LORD, for His glory” (Isaiah 61:3).

Note: Tere De la Rosa is the wife of Reverend Luis De la Rosa, pastor of the Spanish Ministry at Life Covenant Sanctuary, Bradenton, Florida. Mother of four and
Nana of four (with another granddaughter on the way), she is a licensed minister and serves as the Spanish Ladies Coordinator for the Florida District. She has
spoken nationally and internationally at ladies conferences, as well as written and published several books. She previously served as the national ladies liaison for
Spanish Evangelism Ministries, UPCI.

The Potential for Beauty
By Jill Patterson

If we stand alone as an individual, what is our worth? What is our value? Well, |
will answer the questions by asking questions. What was the value of Esther?
What was the value of Ruth? What was the value of Mary? Individually, these
ladies contributed mightily. For one, they got God’s attention. “And the angel
said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God” (Luke
1:30).

None of the above-mentioned ladies had an easy life. There were challenges. There was denial. There was
personal tragedy. In contrast, there was victory. God’s will was accomplished. How beautiful is that?

Isaiah 61:3 reads, “To appoint until them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
Joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.”

God’s work in an individual’s life that is submitted to Him is well done. God's works are well done. There is
order, beauty, and harmony accomplished by the process that He takes us through. A caterpillar is a finished
product of beauty when all of the changes have transpired. We, too, are beautiful in God’s sight because we
are a work in progress.

When | was younger, | thought older people in the Lord—as my pastor or my mother—had things easy. |
came to realize though that the beauty in their lives came from their submission to the process. Their
challenges were there in continuation, but the beauty was that they kept on in their faithfulness to the Master.

An important lesson to the next generation is to teach them to understand that they are beautiful in God’s
eyes. We do not join with present-day society who rants and screams and fights to get attention for their
individual rights or individual importance. But, we share instead that, yes, despite any negative circumstance
or challenge, each individual has the potential of beauty and profitability to God and His kingdom. And, we
can rejoice because we have His divine attention and love. Beautiful! And, to God be the glory!

Note: Valita Jill Patterson lives in Eastern Europe ministering and working in Romania, Bulgaria, and Hungary. She and her husband have been missionaries for thirty-two years.

Trading Ashes for Joy
By Elisabeth Sansom

| have come across images of individuals with words inscribed all over their clothing.
Labels of their inner battles and shoulders drooped from the weight of each emotional
weight. | stare into the image with two thoughts. First, | am grateful that we don’t walk
around with our inner feelings or struggles shining through our clothing. Second, | am
thankful for the precious blood of Jesus that washes away all that grime.

God’s Word says, “To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness: that
they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be
glorified” (1saiah 61:3).



The ashes of stinging words or hurtful actions that echo in my mind can be laid down at the feet of Jesus and
traded for “the oil of joy.” The drooped down shoulders can be raised as | praise him. The Word of God tells
me that He will give me “beauty for ashes.” The rubble and ashes of the past do not have to be displayed on
my outer garments.

This is such a powerful reminder that we can trade in those things that literally weigh us down for the beauty
found in His presence.

Following the tabernacle plan during my prayer time becomes a daily reminder to shed off any unnecessary
weight. After giving praise and thanks, there are no flowery words or perfectly poetic repentive prayers. It is
literally the very ashes of my inconsistencies, my short comings, and my failures poured out at His feet.

Every seed of imagination, insecurity, assumption, or past wound that is not of God | cast down (Il Corinthians
10:5). My prayer of repentance is where | get my emotions in control and rely on my knowledge of who He is.
How precious and valuable is the counsel of God, “O the depth of the riches of both the wisdom and
knowledge of God” (Romans 11:33).

Do you feel like the ashes of past circumstances have overwhelmed you? Are you ready to be free of the
weight of those ashes? It will not be easy, and it will not be pretty. It will be worth it! He will be our help. “God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).

Kneel before the Savior and allow Him to give you beauty for ashes.

Note: Elisabeth Sansom is pastor's wife of a thriving church in the heart of Phoenix Arizona, serves as ladies secretary for Arizona Ladies ministry and has two
beautiful and talented children who love the Lord.

From the Editor

God is doing mighty things!

God is opening many doors and this newsletter is now available in:
English, Arabic, Chinese simplified, Chinese traditional, Czech, Dutch, Fijian, Filipino,
French, German, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Spanish,
Sri Lankan, Swahili, Swedish, and Thai.

Please help us pray for more translators!

If you wish to receive this newsletter please send request to
LadiesPrayerinternational@aol.com or debiakers@aol.com
and are delighted to add you to our mailing list!
Visit Ladies Prayer International on Facebook and "like" our page!

Who we are . . . Since 1999: Ladies Prayer Intl. is made up of women worldwide, who
P* D1 € meet on the first Monday of each month to unite in focused prayer for their children
and the children of the local church and community.
Our Mission . . . We are committed to the spiritual preservation of this generation and
beyond and the spiritual restoration of previous generations.
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Our Need . . . Committed women who will join together on the first Monday of each
month and pray focused prayer for their children.

Three Priorities of Prayer...
° The salvation of our children (Isaiah 49:25; Psalm 144:12; Isaiah 43:5-6).
That they take ownership of the faith at an accountable age (I John 2:25-28; James 1:25).
That they enter into the ministry of the Lord's harvest (Matthew 9:38).Text L






